www.TheExaminerNews.com

April 6 - 12,2010

(1]
\Q{\\\‘BS \

R know your

s Neighboxr

Dr. Frank Lattarulo
Armonk

By Martin Wilbur

watched on television the death and
destruction caused by the devastat-
ing earthquake in Haiti.

Since that mid-January catastrophe, Dr.
Frank Lattarulo was one of the thousands
of physicians and other health-care profes-
sionals who temporarily left their practices
and their families and interrupted their
lives to take oft to help the people of the
ravaged nation.

The scene that he saw was one that hell
never forget. The streets of Port-Au-Prince
were blocked with debris, buildings top-
pled and thousands upon thousands of
homeless.

“If you didn't cry in Haiti, you have no
soul,” said Lattarulo.

A 14-year Armonk resident, Lattarulo is
a wound care specialist at Phelps Memorial
Hospital’'s Wound Healing Institute. He also
has a private practice in Elmsford. During
his career he has seen plenty of gory sites,
especially when he worked at St. Barnabus
Hospital in the Bronx, but little prepared
him for the conditions that he would expe-
rience and have to work under.

For a week in early March, Lattarulo
tended to an estimated 250 to 300 patients,
mostly children. After treating the injured,
he would head over to the operating room
in the makeshift hospitals to help any pa-
tients who needed amputations or stump
revisions because of infections.

I ess than three months ago, millions

The hospital tents, which could treat
hundreds of patients in a day, had wooden
slabs that served as floors, surrounded by
mud, not to mention the heat and the stag-
gering number of people in need of medi-
cal care, all of which made it the most dif-
ficult situation to work under.

But Lattarulo also saw something that
was truly uplifting. Despite the thousands
of orphans and families that have been dev-
astated and probably decades of rebuilding
ahead for one of the poorest nations in the
hemisphere, he saw the gratitude of the
young patients he was treating.

“The real heroes here are the nurses
who worked 12-hour shifts and the chil-
dren of Haiti,” he said. “They had smiles
on their faces and were so grateful for
the care and help we were able to pro-
vide. There are in excess of 50,000 or-
phans there. I wish I could have brought
some of the kids back home with me”

During the winter, Lattarulo, 52, told his
wife, Lori, that he felt he needed to volun-
teer in Haiti. He credited her for support-
ing his decision, even though he would be
leaving the family for a week. The couple
has two teenage boys at home who attend
H. C. Crittenden Middle School and By-
ram Hills High School.

Through his affiliation with the Wounded
Healing Society, Lattarulo traveled to Haiti
with Phelps colleague Dr. Owen O’Neil
through Project Medishare for Haiti, Inc.
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Dr. Frank Lattarulo assists a wounded Haitian child at the Medishare hospital in Haiti.

The 16-year-old organization was created
by a University of Miami doctor whose
mission is to bring quality health care to
the impoverished nation.

If this had occurred about 10 years ago
Lattarulo never would have been involved.
He grew up in White Plains and graduated
from Archbishop Stepinac High School
before heading off to Manhattan College.
Lattarulo then followed in his father’s foot-
steps to become a podiatrist by enrolling
and completing his studies at the New York
College of Podiatric Medicine in 1983.

Although it seems like a completely dif-
ferent field to the layman, Lattarulo made
the switch to wound care and became certi-
fied in that area of medicine a decade ago.
He said it was a logical progression for him
because he had plenty of experience in his
podiatric practice with diabetic patients
who needed wounds treated in their lower
extremities.

“I have been treating diabetics for a long
time and it was just a natural for me to try

this,” said Lattarulo who has been active
with the Armonk Baseball League.

Lattarulos trip home from Haiti was
more eventful than he would have pre-
ferred. Scheduled to return on March 13,
he couldn't fly into New York until Sunday,
March 14. Once he did arrive back in Ar-
monk, he discovered his house was without
power. Roughly half the town lost electric-
ity after that weekend'’s rainstorm

But the hiccup didn’t bother him. It just
made him appreciate his home more, not
to mention the top-flight medical facilities
and health care in the United States that he
had grown accustomed.

After nearly a month since his return,
the experience changed Lattarulo. His
thoughts are with the people of Haiti, most
of whom had no homes to return to.

“The Haitian people will survive this, but
it will be a lifetime before they rebuild,” he
said. “Their lives will forever be changed.
They are the toughest and most resilient
people I have met in my life”

WESTCHESTER BUSINESS DEPENDS
ON OUR POSITIVE ENERGY

Can a Westchester business owner feel positive about nuclear

energy? Yes. Because there’s a lot of positive energy at the Indian

Point Energy Center.

By annually providing over $760 million in direct economic stimulus
to the lower Hudson Valley region, Indian Point is a major
financial engine which provides low-cost electricity for millions
of homeowners and thousands of small- to mid-size businesses —
as well as major corporations — virtually free of the greenhouse
gases that cause global warming.

Businesses and the environment thrive on our positive energy.
For more of it, visit our website at www.rightfornewyork.com
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